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large scale, for myself, I see no possible, logical halting place, if you once 1912-ma
accept the principle, between the complete assimilation for all political Age
purposes both of the right to elect and the right to be elected—I have
never said that if Parliament deliberately adopted that principle, and
with the sanction of the country adopted that principle, we were going
to come to the end of civilisation, or that the foundations of society and
the integrity of the Empire would be loosened.  I do not believe anything
of the kind.
There are very few issues in politics upon which more exaggerated
language is used both upon the one side and the other. I am sometimes
tempted to think, as one listens to the arguments of the supporters of
Women Suffrage, that there is nothing to be said for it. I sometimes
am tempted to think, when I listen to the arguments of the opponents
of Women Suffrage, that there is nothing to be said against it. There
is a great deal of exaggeration, both upon the one side and upon the
other. The question I have endeavoured to put, I hope without xindue
passion or prejudice, is a serious practical question: Would it or would
it not inure to the benefit first of women as a class, next of the community
as a whole to make this great change, for which, I repeat once more, you
have no producible evidence of the authority and declaration of the
electorate. In the best interests of the State and of society, I shall
record my vote against the second reading of this Bill." (House of
Commons, 6th May, 1913.)
There followed a reply from Sir Edward Grey, which made the
occasion memorable to those who were present as that of a fascin-
ating duel between these two eminent leaders and friends on a subject
of absorbing interest.
IV
In his Memories and Reflections'1 Asquith has given a full anc
careful account of the Marconi Episode which added not a littk
to his troubles and anxieties in the years 1912-1913. The facts
were briefly these. Early in the year 1912 the Marconi Companj
were invited to tender for the establishment of a chain of State-
owned wireless telegraph stations within the Empire, and their tendei
was accepted by the Postmaster-General subject to its embodiment
in a contract to be laid before the House of Commons for ratification,
As soon as the terms of the contract became known motions for its
rejection were put down, but the debate was held over till after the
summer adjournment* By the time it was reached all manner oJ
scandalous rumours affecting the honour of certain Ministers wer*
afloat in the House of Commons and had been circulated by a section
of the Press. It was suggested (1) that these Ministers had corruptlj
favoured the Marconi Company in obtaining the contract because
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